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Urban Structure Optimization and the Preservation of Historical Culture of Old City

in Guangzhou under the Influence of the 2010 Asian Games
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Abstract: As an international mega-event, the Asian
Games usually greatly promote the development of the host
city. This mainly manifests in the facilitation of large-scale
urban construction and development, positive impact on the
progress and policy making of urban renewal, and impact
on urban structure adjustment and reconfiguration. In order to
meet the needs to host a successful Asian Games and promote

long-term urban development, Guangzhou has made a series
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of plans relating to Asian Games. Through these plans and the
influence of the Asian Games, the urban spatial development
Strategy of Guanghzou was carried out swiftly, and the
spatial structure of Guangzhou was expanded and optimized.
In the meantime, urban functions were distributed rationally.
By so doing, the catalytic effect of the Asian Games is
transformed into a long-term driving force. Meanwhile,
urban structure optimization and rational urban function
redistribution make the historical preservation-oriented old city
renewal possible. Through reducing the intrusion into the old
city, the contradiction between old city renewal and historical
culture preservation is relieved, and brings a new opportunity

to old city renewal.

Keywords: Urban spatial structure, urban renewal,
historical and cultural preservation, the Asian Games,
Guangzhou
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